
© 2007 LilBrains.com Page 1 of 4 Asia  

Asia 
 
A continent is one of several large landmasses on Earth. Seven areas are 
commonly reckoned as continents – they are (from largest in size to smallest): 
Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe, and Australia. 
"Continents are understood to be large, continuous, discrete masses of land, 
ideally separated by expanses of water. The narrowest meaning of continent is 
that of a continuous[4] area of land or mainland, with the coastline and any land 
boundaries forming the edge of the continent. Lets learn about Asia  in this 
lesson. 
 
Asia is the world's largest and most populous continent. It covers 8.6% of the 
Earth's total surface area (or 29.4% of its land area) and, with almost 4 billion 
people, it contains more than 60% of the world's current human population. 
As the planet's largest continent, Asia covers about 30 percent of the world's 
landmass and includes (44) countries and assorted islands and/or dependencies. 
 
Asia is the largest continent in the world by a considerable margin, and it is rich 
in natural resources, such as petroleum and forests 
 
Manufacturing in Asia has traditionally been strongest in East and Southeast 
Asia, particularly in China, Taiwan, Japan, South Korea and Singapore. Japan 
and South Korea continue to dominate in the area of multinational corporations, 
but increasingly China, Taiwan, and India are making significant inroads. Many 
companies from Europe, North America, and Japan have operations in Asia's 
developing countries to take advantage of its abundant supply of cheap labour 
and relatively developed infrastructure. 
 
Asia is home to several language families and many language isolates. Most 
Asian countries have more than one language that is natively spoken. More than 
600 languages are spoken in Indonesia, more than 415 languages spoken in 
India, and more than 100 are spoken in the Philippines. China has many 
languages and dialects in different provinces. Korea, however, is home to only 
one language, albeit one with high dialectal diversity. 
 
Asia's border with Europe—which, geographically, may be regarded as a 
peninsula of the Eurasian landmass—lies approximately along the Urals, the Ural 
River, the Caspian Sea, the Caucasus, the Black Sea, the Bosporus and 
Dardanelles straits, and the Aegean Sea. The connection of Asia with Africa is 
broken only by the Suez Canal between the Mediterranean Sea and the Red 
Sea. In the far northeast of Asia, Siberia is separated from North America by the 
Bering Strait. The continent of Asia is washed on the S by the Gulf of Aden, the 
Arabian Sea, and the Bay of Bengal; on the E by the South China Sea, East 
China Sea, Yellow Sea, Sea of Japan, Sea of Okhotsk, and Bering Sea; and on 
the N by the Arctic Ocean 
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Asia can be divided into six regions, each possessing distinctive physical, 
cultural, economic, and political characteristics.  Southwest Asia--- Consisting of 
Iran&Turkey have long a strategic crossroad, is characterized by an arid climate 
and irrigated agriculture, great petroleum reserves, and the predominance of 
Islam. South Asia (Afghanistan and the nations of the Indian subcontinent) is 
isolated from the rest of Asia by great mountain barriers. Southeast Asia (the 
nations of the southeastern peninsula and the Malay Archipelago) is 
characterized by monsoon climate, maritime orientation, the fusion of Indian and 
Chinese cultures, and a great diversity of ethnic groups, languages, religions, 
and politics. East Asia (China, Mongolia, Korea, and the islands of Taiwan and 
Japan) is located in the mid-latitudes on the Pacific Ocean, and is characterized 
by cultures strongly influenced by civilizations of the Huang He and Chang 
(Yangtze) river systems. It forms the most industrialized region of Asia. Russian 
Asia (in the northern third of the continent) consists of the vast region of Siberia 
and the Russian Far East. In the center of the continent is Central Asia, formed 
of a set of independent former republics of the Soviet Union. This region is 
characterized by desert conditions and irrigated agriculture, with ancient 
traditions of nomadic herding. 
 
Asia was relatively rich in the ancient times. China was the major economic 
power to the east. 
 
The distribution of Asia's huge population is governed by climate and topography, 
with the monsoons and the fertile alluvial plains determining the areas of greatest 
density. 
 
Almost two thirds of Asia's indigenous population is of Mongolic stock. Major 
religions are Hinduism (in India); Theravada Buddhism (in Sri Lanka, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos); Lamaism, or Tibetan Buddhism (in 
Mongolia and China, particularly Tibet); East Asian Buddhism (in China and 
Korea, mixed with Confucianism, shamanism, and Taoism; in Japan mixed with 
Shinto and Confucianism); Islam (in SW and S Asia, W central Asia, and 
Indonesia); and Catholicism (in the Philippines, East Timor, and Vietnam). 
Although Asia's economy is predominantly agricultural, regions where power 
facilities, trained labor, modern transport, and access to raw materials are 
available have developed industrially. Japan, China, Russian Asia, South Korea, 
Taiwan, Turkey, and Israel are distinguished for their industrialization. China and 
India are making considerable strides in this direction. The most spectacular 
industrialization has occurred in Japan and the “Four Little Dragons”—Taiwan, 
Korea, Singapore, and Hong Kong. The development of railroads is greatest in 
the industrialized countries, with Japan, India, China, and Russian Asia having 
the greatest track mileage. 
 
Also contributing greatly to the income of many Asian countries are vital mineral 
exports—petroleum in SW Asia, Russian Asia, and Indonesia and tin in Malaysia, 
Thailand, and Indonesia. Asia's other valuable mineral exports include 
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manganese from India and chromite from Turkey and the Philippines; China 
produces great amounts of tungsten, antimony, coal, and oil. 
 

Information on Asia Continent 

Area 43 998 000 sq. km. 
29.5% of Total Earth's Area 

Estimated 
Population 

3721 m. 

Highest Point Mt. Everest (8848 mt.) 

Lowest Point Dead Sea (Depth: -396.8 mt.) 

Longest River Yangtze (5980 km.) 

Largest Lake Caspian Sea (394,299 sq. km.) 

Largest Country Russia (Asiatic) (13,119,300 sq. km.) 

Smallest Country Maldives (300 sq. km 

 
Map : 
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Questions 
 

1. Define Continent. 
 
 

2. Name the continents. 
 
 

3. What percentage of  earth’s surface does Asia occupy? 
 
 

4. Asia is rich in ------------------------- 
 
 

5. What are the places that are dominant in Multi National Corporations? 
 
 

6. Asia and Africa are separated by--------------------- 
 
 

7. Asia is divided to how many regions. Name them. 
 
 

8. What are the south asian countries? 
 
 

9. Name the countries in east asia. 
 
 

10. Major economic power of Asia __________________________ 
 

11. Major population of Asia is comprised of _____________________ 
 

12. What are the major religions of India? 
 
 

13. What are the “Four Little Dragons”? 
 
 

14. Asia's economy is predominantly _____________________ 
 

15. Manganese and Chromite are exported from ____________________ 
 

16. Tungston is exported from _________________ 


